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AAbbiiddee  WWiitthh  MMee  
  

Introduction: 
1. This song was written by Henry Francis Lyte near the end of his time upon Earth. 
2. Lyte was born in 1793 and passed away in 1847 at the age of 54. 
3. The well-known music for the song was composed in 1861 by William Henry Monk. 

a. Though H. F. Lyte originally composed a melody for the song, it was 
viewed by many as dull. 

b. After the song was sung at his funeral, it began to be passed down as 
poetry without any music. 

c. When it was read by Monk, he composed the tune he called “Eventide” in 
a matter of 10 – 30 minutes. 

4. The beautiful and powerful message of the song is demonstrated in the life of H. F. 
Lyte and in the words of Scripture. 

  
SSwwiifftt  ttoo  iittss  cclloossee  eebbbbss  oouutt  lliiffee''ss  lliittttllee  ddaayy;;  

EEaarrtthh''ss  jjooyyss  ggrrooww  ddiimm,,  iittss  gglloorriieess  ppaassss  aawwaayy..  
CChhaannggee  aanndd  ddeeccaayy  iinn  aallll  aarroouunndd  II  sseeee..  

OO  tthhoouu  wwhhoo  cchhaannggeesstt  nnoott,,  aabbiiddee  wwiitthh  mmee!! 
 
I. Stability in the Presence of the Lord   (Hebrews 13:8) 

A. H. F. Lyte experienced change and decay throughout much of his life. 
B. At the age of 9 he was abandoned by his father and experienced the 

deaths of his mother and only sibling. 
C. A teacher at his school saw the child’s situation and brought him into his own 

household – paying his fees and caring for him over holidays. 
D. This brought a sense of stability to the young man’s troubled life. 
E. However, he soon learned that true stability is found in the presence of the 

Lord (Hebrews 13:8; Psalm 90:2, 4; James 1:17). 

  
II  nneeeedd  TThhyy  pprreesseennccee  eevveerryy  ppaassssiinngg  hhoouurr;;  

WWhhaatt  bbuutt  TThhyy  ggrraaccee  ccaann  ffooiill  tthhee  tteemmpptteerr''ss  ppoowweerr??  
WWhhoo  lliikkee  TThhyysseellff  mmyy  gguuiiddee  aanndd  ssttaayy  ccaann  bbee??  

TThhrroouugghh  cclloouudd  aanndd  ssuunnsshhiinnee,,  OO  aabbiiddee  wwiitthh  mmee!! 
 
II. Strength in the Guidance of the Lord    (John 10:4-5) 

A. In 1815, Lyte entered into the ministry, becoming a clergyman in the Church 
of England. 

B. Three years later he sat at the bedside of a fellow minister who was at the 
door of death. 
1. This man confided in Lyte that he felt that they had misunderstood 

the Bible, not interpreting it literally. 
2. Yet, Lyte wrote of him: “He died happy under the belief that 

though he had deeply erred, there was One whose death and 
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sufferings would atone for his delinquencies, and be accepted for 
all that he had incurred.” 

C. Following his friend’s death, Lyte wrote: “I was greatly affected by the 
whole matter, and brought to look at life and its issue with a different eye 
than before; and I began to study my Bible, and preach in another manner 
than I had previously done.” 

D. The Bible teaches that the Lord guides man through His Word (Psalm 
119:105; John 10:4-5). 

 

II  ffeeaarr  nnoo  ffooee,,  wwiitthh  TThheeee  aatt  hhaanndd  ttoo  bblleessss;;  
IIllllss  hhaavvee  nnoo  wweeiigghhtt,,  aanndd  tteeaarrss  nnoo  bbiitttteerrnneessss..  

WWhheerree  iiss  ddeeaatthh''ss  ssttiinngg??  WWhheerree,,  ggrraavvee,,  tthhyy  vviiccttoorryy??  
II  ttrriiuummpphh  ssttiillll,,  iiff  TThhoouu  aabbiiddee  wwiitthh  mmee!!  

 
III. Security in the Victory of the Lord   (1 Corinthians 15:55-57) 

A. Lyte was plagued with poor health his entire life, suffering from asthma 
and eventually tuberculosis. 

B. Because of this, he was often forced to travel to drier locations attempting 
to alleviate the symptoms of his sicknesses. 

C. Yet, he came to understand that physical maladies could not rob one of 
victory in Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:55-57; John 16:33; Romans 8:37; 1 John 
5:4-5). 

 

AAbbiiddee  wwiitthh  mmee::  ffaasstt  ffaallllss  tthhee  eevveennttiiddee;;  
TThhee  ddaarrkknneessss  ddeeeeppeennss;;  LLoorrdd,,  wwiitthh  mmee  aabbiiddee..  
WWhheenn  ootthheerr  hheellppeerrss  ffaaiill  aanndd  ccoommffoorrttss  fflleeee,,  

HHeellpp  ooff  tthhee  hheellpplleessss,,  OO  aabbiiddee  wwiitthh  mmee!!  
  

IV. Support in the Faithfulness of the Lord   (Hebrews 13:5) 
A. Lyte spent the final 23 years of his life serving the fishing village of Lower 

Brixham in Devonshire. 
B. It seems that as he grew older some of his doctrinal views changed and he 

was abandoned by those he had served so diligently. 
C. Yet, when others flee, the Lord abides faithful – so long as one is faithful to 

Him (Joshua 1:5; Psalm 37:25; Hebrews 13:5-6). 
 
 

HHoolldd  TThhoouu  TThhyy  ccrroossss  bbeeffoorree  mmyy  cclloossiinngg  eeyyeess;;  
SShhiinnee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  gglloooomm  aanndd  ppooiinntt  mmee  ttoo  tthhee  sskkiieess..  

HHeeaavveenn''ss  mmoorrnniinngg  bbrreeaakkss,,  aanndd  eeaarrtthh''ss  vvaaiinn  sshhaaddoowwss  fflleeee;;  
IInn  lliiffee,,  iinn  ddeeaatthh,,  OO  LLoorrdd,,  aabbiiddee  wwiitthh  mmee!!  

  
V. Salvation in the Cross of the Lord   (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

A. The cross in man’s only hope of salvation (1 Cor. 1:18; Colossians 1:20). 
B. The way of the cross leads home (John 12:32; 14:1-6). 


