
TTHHEE  MMEERRCCYY  OOFF  GGOODD  
 

Introduction: 

1. Paul’s normal greeting was “grace and peace” (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3; Eph. 

1:2; Phil. 1:2; Col. 1:2; 1 Thes. 1:1; 2 Thes. 1:2; Philemon 1:3). 

2. However, in his final epistles he includes the term “mercy” (1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4). 

3. It seems that as Paul matured, so did his appreciation for the mercy of God. 

4. Grace is the unmerited favor of God – His loving kindness directed toward man. 

5. Peace is the tranquility of soul built upon the salvation found in Christ. 

6. Let us focus our attention on the mercy of God… 

 

I. MMEERRCCYY  ––  WWhhaatt  IIss  IItt?? 

 A. Mercy defined  

  1. Strong defines mercy (eleos []) as “active compassion.” 

2. Thayer says that it is “kindness or good will towards the miserable and afflicted, 

joined with a desire to help them.” 

B. Mercy is the opposite of justice – not receiving the punishment one deserves. 

 1. This does not mean that God is not just. 

2. He allowed His Son to bear the punishment for all men (1 Tim. 1:14-15; Eph. 

2:4-5; 1 John 4:10). 

 3. Illustration: Law that two eyes will be put out 

C. Mercy is actively seeking the best for those who are the worst (Luke 10:37; Rom. 5:8). 

 

II. MMEERRCCYY  ––  WWhheerree  IIss  IItt  FFoouunndd?? 

A. The mercy of God is found only in Christ (1 Tim. 1:14-16). 

1. His role as Messiah was to make available the mercy of God (Luke 1:51-55). 

2. His miracles demonstrated this mercy (Matthew 9:27; 15:22; etc.). 

3. Yet, they only illustrated the spiritual healing that God was offering. 

B. Outside of Christ, one finds only justice (Rom. 6:23; 1:32; 2 Thes. 1:5-6; Eph. 2:12-13). 

 

III. MMEERRCCYY  ––  HHooww  MMaayy  OOnnee  OObbttaaiinn  IItt?? 

A. Mercy is preceded by grace. 

1. God’s grace provided the gift of His Son’s blood. 

2. That unmerited favor of God makes His mercy possible and available. 

B. Mercy is obtained in obedience. 

1. 1 Timothy 1:3-4 –  It begins with sound doctrine. 

2. 1 Timothy 1:5 –  It depends upon genuine faith. 

3. 1 Timothy 1:6-11 –  It demands obedience. 

 a. Repentance (1 Timothy 1:12-13; Luke 13:3) 

 b. Confession of faith (Romans 10:10) 

 c. Baptism (Acts 2:37-38; 22:16) 

4. 1 Timothy 1:14-17 –  It results in faithfulness. 

C. Mercy is manifested in peace. 

1. There is tranquility in one’s soul when he lives in the mercy of God. 

2. Thus, grace, mercy, and peace in Christ 

 



IV. MMEERRCCYY  ––  WWhhoo  MMaayy  RReecceeiivvee  IItt?? 

A. Paul could receive God’s mercy (1 Timothy 1:13-16). 

1. vs. 13 – “was” – in spite of his past 

2. vs. 15 – “am” – in spite of his scars 

3. vs. 16 – “obtained” – in order to establish a pattern – if Paul could be saved, 

anyone can be saved! 

B. Those who see their need and submit to God will receive His mercy. 

1. David (Psalm 51:1-12) – He was willing to admit his sin. 

2. The publican (Luke 18:10-14) – He was overcome with his need. 

C. Others will receive the mercy of God. 

1. The righteous (Luke 6:35-36) 

2. The merciful (Matthew 5:7; James 2:13) 

3. The teachers (Romans 11:30 – 12:2) 

4. The prayerful (Hebrews 4:16) 

5. The people of God (1 Peter 1:3-4; 2:9-10) 

D. Some will not receive God’s mercy. 

1. The self-righteous [Pharisees] (Matthew 9:10-13; 12:7; 23:23) 

2. The disobedient (Luke 16:24-26) 

3. The unmerciful 

E. In short, anyone can receive the mercy of God, but one must be obedient to His Word. 

 

Conclusion: What did not save Paul (Acts 22:6-16). 

1. Paul was not saved by a vision of Christ. 

2. Paul was not saved by a miraculous healing. 

3. Paul was not saved by fasting. 

4. Paul was not saved by prayer. 

5. Paul was not saved by his good conscience. 

6. Paul was not saved by his ignorance. 

7. Instead, Paul was saved by the mercy of God when he obeyed the commands of God. 

8. You need the mercy of God.  Have you obtained it? 


