
HHooww  WWiillll  TThhiiss  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  BBee  RReemmeemmbbeerreedd??  
 

Text: Acts 17:1-5 

 

Introduction: 

1. Acts 17 tells of the founding of the church in Thessalonica. 

2. Later, Paul would write two epistles to this congregation. 

3. From these passages several important facts can be learned about the church at Thessalonica. 

4. Since the New Testament is our guide and pattern, we should desire to be remembered for the 

same things that the early church is. 

 

I. What They Were Not Remembered For 

A. Facilities 

B. Numbers 

C. Budget 

D. Preacher 

E. Elders 

 

II. What They Were Remembered For 

A. Location 

B. Work of faith   1 Thessalonians 1:3 

1. “Work” – effort, business, deed, act 

2. “Faith” – True faith always produces work!  (Cf. James 2:14-26) 

C. Labor of love   1 Thessalonians 1:3 

1. “Labor” – painful exertion, “intense labor united with trouble and toil” 

2. “Love” – The motivation for labor must be love!  (Cf. Gen. 29:20; John 14:15) 

D. Patience of hope  1 Thessalonians 1:3 

1. “Patience” – endurance, steadfastness, perseverance 

2. “Hope” – The hope of a Christian motivates endurance!  (Cf. Rom. 8:24-25) 

E. Followers of the Lord  1 Thessalonians 1:6  “Imitators” 

F. Example to believers  1 Thessalonians 1:7  Imitators became imitated! 

G. Sounded forth the Word 1 Thessalonians 1:8 

1. By their example… 

2. By their efforts… location events  travelers 

H. Turned from idols  1 Thessalonians 1:9 

I. Waited for the Lord  1 Thessalonians 1:10 

 

III. How Will We Be Remembered? 

A. Is our emphasis on the physical? 

B. Is our emphasis on the personal? 

C. Is our emphasis on the practical? 

1. The Thessalonians were obedient workers. 

2. All Christians must be (James 1:22-25). 


