The Book of First Timothy 1

First Timothy

Background and Introduction to the Book of First Timothy

Background: The Life of Paul

1.

The Persecuting Pharisee
Paul was in the city of Tarsus in the province of Cilicia (Acts 22:3).
By birth, he was a “free born” Roman (Acts 22:27-28).
By birth, he was a Jew (Acts 22:3).
He was brought up as a Pharisee (Acts 23:6; 26:5; Gal. 1:13-14; Phil. 3:4-6).
As a youth, he was educated by Gamaliel (Acts 22:3; 26:4; cf. 5:34-40).
As an adult, he persecuted the church (Acts 7:58; 8:1, 4; 9:1-2; 22:4-5; 23:1; 26:10-
11; 1 Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13; 1 Tim. 1:13).
The Changed Convert
A. On the road to Damascus to arrest disciples of Jesus, Paul was given a vision of
the resurrected Christ (Acts 9:1-8; 22:4-11; 26:12-20).
Upon hearing the Gospel from Ananias, Paul obeyed and became a disciple of
Jesus (Acts 9:9-19; 22:12-21; 26:19-20).
He immediately began to preach the Gospel in Damascus (Acts 9:20-22).
At some point, he journeyed into Arabia before returning to Damascus (Gal. 1:17).
Again, he preached in Damascus but was forced to flee due to a threat from the
Jews (Acts 9:23-25; Gal. 1:18).
He then traveled to Jerusalem for 15 days where he met Peter and began to preach
until his life was threatened again (Acts 9:26-30; cf. Gal. 1:19).
G. Paul returned to his hometown — Tarsus in Cilicia — from whence Barnabas brought
him to Antioch (Gal. 1:21; Acts 11:25).
The Eager Evangelist
A. 15t Missionary Journey (Acts 13 — 14) AD 46 — 48
B. 2" Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36 — 18:22) AD 49 - 52
1. From Corinth he wrote 1 Thessalonians and 2 Thessalonians.
2. Some suggest that Galatians was written earlier, but this is unlikely.
C. 3" Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23 — 21:14) AD 53 -57
1. From Ephesus he wrote 1 Corinthians.
2. From Macedonia (possibly Philippi) he wrote 2 Corinthians.
3. From Macedonia or Greece he wrote Galatians.
4. From Corinth he wrote Romans.
The Penman Prisoner
A. Upon returning to Jerusalem following his third evangelistic trip, Paul was arrested
due to riotous attacks from the Jews (Acts 21 — 22).
B. Due to threats upon his life, Paul was transferred to Caesarea where he remained
imprisoned for two years (Acts 23 — 24).
C. When Festus sought to send him to Jerusalem for a mock trial by the Jews, Paul
appealed to Caesar — seeking a fair Roman trial (Acts 25 — 26).
D. Thus, Paul was transferred to Rome where he remained imprisoned for two more
years (Acts 27 — 28).
1. While in Roman prison he wrote Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians.
2. Later during his imprisonment, he wrote Philippians.

Tmoow>

moo &

n

Introduction



The Book of First Timothy 2

The Mysterious Martyr

A.

B.

Introduction:

Author
A.
B.
C.

D.

Paul himself was not a mystery, but the events leading up to his final days are

largely unknown.

It seems likely probable — almost certain — that Paul was released from his Roman

imprisonment after 2 years.

l. Acts 28:30-31 — The book ends with no mention of his death.

Il. Philemon 22 — Paul expected to be released and to visit Philemon.

M. Philippians 1:25-26 — Paul was confident in his release (cf. 2:24).

V. Romans 15:24, 28 — Paul planned to journey to Spain and to preach there.

Upon being freed, Paul likely made those visits to Philemon near Colossae and to

Philippi.

It is also possible that Paul made a trip to Spain.

l. The book of Acts ends around AD 62, giving Paul 5 or 6 years before his
death in AD 68.

1. In AD 97, Clement of Rome wrote to the Corinthians the following
statement about Paul: “After preaching both in the east and west, he gained
the illustrious reputation due to his faith, having taught righteousness to the
whole world, and come to the extreme limit of the west, and suffered
martyrdom under the prefects.”

M. The Muratorian Fragment (AD 180 — 190) speaks of Paul departing for
Spain.

V. Both Eusebius (AD 260 — 340) and Jerome (AD 492) write of Paul’s release
from Roman imprisonment and a second prison term in that same city.

Sometime between his first and second imprisonments in Rome, Paul wrote 1

Timothy and Titus.

After his second imprisonment had begun, he wrote 2 Timothy just before he was

put to death.

Paul seems to have been executed due to orders from Nero just before the

Emperor’s death on June 8, AD 68.

The book claims to have been written by Paul (1:1).

Some argue for another author, claiming that Paul was killed in his first
imprisonment at Rome.

Others argue that the organization of the church described in this letter did not
arise until long after Paul had died.

Neither of these arguments stand up to scrutiny.

Occasion and Purpose

A.
B.
C.
D

Date

Timothy was laboring with the church at Ephesus (1:3).

Though they had been warned by Paul, error had begun to arise in this
congregation (1:3-7, 18-20; 4:1-3; cf. Acts 20:28-30).

Paul wrote to encourage Timothy until he could visit with him (3:14; 4:13).

He wrote to charge Timothy to strengthen the church and to oppose false teachers
by preaching the Truth (3:15; 4:6, 13, 16).

AD 64-65
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